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L	empire	du	mali

The	Mali	Empire	(Manding:	Mandé	or	Manden;	Arabic:	 يلام ,	romanized:	Mālī)	was	an	empire	in	West	Africa	from	c.	1226	to	1670.	The	empire	was	founded	by	Sundiata	Keita	(c. 1214	–	c. 1255)	and	became	renowned	for	the	wealth	of	its	rulers,	especially	Mansa	Musa	(Musa	Keita).	At	its	peak,	Mali	was	the	largest	empire	in	West	Africa,	widely
influencing	the	culture	of	the	region	through	the	spread	of	its	language,	laws	and	customs.	The	empire	began	as	a	small	Mandinka	kingdom	at	the	upper	reaches	of	the	Niger	River,	centered	around	the	Manding	region.	It	began	to	develop	during	the	11th	and	12th	centuries	as	the	Ghana	Empire,	or	Wagadu,	declined	and	trade	routes	shifted
southward.	The	history	of	the	Mali	Empire	before	the	13th	century	is	unclear,	as	there	are	conflicting	and	imprecise	accounts	by	both	Arab	chroniclers	and	oral	traditionalists.	The	first	ruler	for	which	there	is	accurate	written	information	is	Sundiata	Keita,	a	warrior-prince	of	the	Keita	dynasty	who	was	called	upon	to	free	the	local	people	from	the	rule
of	the	king	of	the	Sosso	Empire,	Soumaoro	Kanté.	The	conquest	of	Sosso	in	c. 1235	marked	the	emergence	of	Mali	as	a	major	power.	Following	the	death	of	Sundiata	Keita	in	c. 1255,	the	kings	of	Mali	were	referred	to	by	the	title	mansa.	In	c. 1285	Sakoura,	a	former	royal	court	slave,	became	emperor	and	was	one	of	Mali's	most	powerful	rulers,	greatly
expanding	the	empire's	territory.	He	made	a	pilgrimage	to	Mecca	during	the	reign	of	Mamluk	Sultan	An-Nasir	Muhammad	(r.	1298–1308),	but	died	on	his	voyage	home.	Mansa	Musa	took	the	throne	in	c. 1312.	He	made	a	famous	pilgrimage	to	Mecca	from	1324	to	1326,	where	his	generous	gifts	and	his	expenditure	of	gold	caused	significant	inflation	in
Egypt.	Maghan	I	succeeded	him	as	mansa	in	1337,	but	was	deposed	by	his	uncle	Suleyman	in	1341.	It	was	during	Suleyman's	19-year	reign	that	Ibn	Battuta	visited	Mali.	Suleyman's	death	marked	the	end	of	Mali's	Golden	Age	and	the	beginning	of	a	slow	decline.	The	Tarikh	al-Sudan	records	that	Mali	was	still	a	sizeable	state	in	the	15th	century.	At
that	time,	the	Venetian	explorer	Alvise	Cadamosto	and	Portuguese	traders	confirmed	that	the	peoples	of	the	Gambia	were	still	subject	to	the	mansa	of	Mali.	Upon	Leo	Africanus's	visit	at	the	beginning	of	the	16th	century,	his	descriptions	of	the	territorial	domains	of	Mali	showed	that	it	was	still	a	kingdom	of	considerable	size.	However,	from	1507
onwards	neighboring	states	such	as	Diarra,	Great	Fulo	and	the	Songhai	Empire	chipped	away	at	Mali's	borders.	In	1542,	the	Songhai	invaded	the	capital	but	were	unsuccessful	in	conquering	the	empire.	During	the	17th	century,	the	Mali	Empire	faced	incursions	from	the	Bamana	Empire,	who	ultimately	sacked	and	burned	the	capital	in	1670.	The
Mali	Empire	rapidly	disintegrated,	being	replaced	by	independent	chiefdoms.	The	Keitas	retreated	to	the	town	of	Kangaba,	where	they	became	provincial	chiefs.	Etymology	of	Mali	Mali,	Mandé,	Manden,	and	Manding	are	all	various	pronunciations	of	the	same	word	across	different	languages	and	dialects.	The	version	recorded	by	medieval	Arab
geographers	is	Mali	(Arabic:	 يلام ,	romanized:	Mālī).	Mali	is	the	Fula	form	of	the	word.	In	the	Manding	languages,	the	modern	descendants	of	the	language	spoken	at	the	core	of	the	Mali	Empire,	Manden	or	Manding	is	the	name	of	the	region	corresponding	to	the	heartland	of	the	Mali	Empire.	Medieval	sources	are	divided	over	whether	Mali	is	the
name	of	a	town	or	a	region.	Ibn	Battuta	who	visited	the	capital	city	from	1352	to	1353,	called	it	Mali.	The	1375	Catalan	Atlas	portrayed	a	"city	of	Melly"	(Catalan:	ciutat	de	Melly)	in	West	Africa.	Leo	Africanus	said	that	the	capital	city	was	called	Melli.	However,	Ibn	Fadlallah	al-Umari	gives	Mali	as	the	name	of	the	capital	province	and	Ibn	Khaldun
refers	to	Mali	as	a	people,	with	each	giving	different	names	for	the	capital	city	itself.	Whether	Mali	originated	as	the	name	of	a	town	or	region,	the	name	was	subsequently	applied	to	the	entire	empire	ruled	from	Mali.	Another	hypothesis	suggests	that	the	name	Mali	is	derived	from	Mandé	mali	"hippopotamus",	an	animal	that	had	special	significance
to	the	Keitas,	and	that	Mandé	means	"little	manatee".	A	legend	claims	that	Sunjata	transformed	into	a	hippopotamus.	However,	these	hypotheses	have	been	rejected	by	locals	and	are	inconsistent	with	the	apparent	cognate	status	of	Mali	and	Mandé.	Historiography	Much	of	the	recorded	information	about	the	Mali	Empire	comes	from	14th-century
Tunisian	historian	Ibn	Khaldun,	14th-century	Moroccan	traveller	Ibn	Battuta	and	16th-century	Andalusian	traveller	Leo	Africanus.	The	other	major	source	of	information	comes	from	Mandinka	oral	tradition,	as	recorded	by	storytellers	known	as	griots.	Imperial	Mali	is	also	known	through	the	account	of	Shihab	al-'Umari,	written	in	about	1340	by	a
geographer-administrator	in	Mamluk	Egypt.	His	information	about	the	empire	came	from	visiting	Malians	taking	the	hajj,	or	pilgrim's	voyage	to	Mecca.	He	had	first-hand	information	from	several	sources,	and	from	a	second-hand	source	he	learned	of	the	visit	of	Mansa	Musa.	The	traveller	Ibn	Battuta,	who	visited	Mali	in	1352	left	the	first	account	of	a
West	African	kingdom	made	directly	by	an	eyewitness;	the	others	are	usually	second-hand.	The	third	great	account	is	that	of	Ibn	Khaldun,	who	wrote	in	the	early	15th	century.	While	the	accounts	are	of	limited	length,	they	provide	a	fairly	good	picture	of	the	empire	at	its	height.	After	Ibn	Khaldun's	death	in	1406,	there	are	no	further	Arab	primary
sources	except	for	Leo	Africanus,	who	wrote	over	a	century	later.	Arab	interest	in	the	Mali	Empire	declined	after	the	Songhai	conquered	the	northern	regions	of	the	empire	which	formed	the	primary	contact	between	Mali	and	the	Arab	world.	For	the	later	period	of	the	Mali	Empire,	the	major	written	primary	sources	are	Portuguese	accounts	of	the
coastal	provinces	of	Mali	and	neighboring	societies.	Geography	The	Mali	Empire	began	in	and	was	centered	around	the	Manding	region	in	what	is	now	southern	Mali	and	northeastern	Guinea.	Territory	The	Mali	Empire	in	1337,	including	the	location	of	the	Bambuk,	Bure,	Lobi	and	Akan	Goldfields	The	Mali	Empire	reached	its	largest	area	under	the
Laye	Keita	mansas.	Al-Umari,	who	wrote	down	a	description	of	Mali	based	on	information	given	to	him	by	Abu	Sa’id	'Otman	ed	Dukkali	(who	had	lived	35	years	in	the	capital),	reported	the	realm	as	being	square	and	an	eight-month	journey	from	its	coast	at	Tura	(at	the	mouth	of	the	Senegal	River)	to	Muli.	Umari	also	describes	the	empire	as	being
south	of	Marrakesh	and	almost	entirely	inhabited	except	for	few	places.	Mali's	domain	also	extended	into	the	desert.	He	describes	it	as	being	north	of	Mali	but	under	its	domination	implying	some	sort	of	vassalage	for	the	Antasar,	Yantar'ras,	Medussa	and	Lemtuna	Berber	tribes.	The	empire's	total	area	included	nearly	all	the	land	between	the	Sahara
Desert	and	coastal	forests.	It	spanned	the	modern-day	countries	of	Senegal,	southern	Mauritania,	Mali,	northern	Burkina	Faso,	western	Niger,	the	Gambia,	Guinea-Bissau,	Guinea,	the	Ivory	Coast	and	northern	Ghana.	By	1350,	the	empire	covered	approximately	478,819	square	miles	(1,240,140	km2).	The	empire	also	reached	its	highest	population
during	the	Laye	period	ruling	over	400	cities,	towns	and	villages	of	various	religions	and	elasticities.	During	this	period	only	the	Mongol	Empire	was	larger.	Al-ʿUmari	reported	that	Mali	had	fourteen	provinces.	His	list	does	not	necessarily	accurately	reflect	the	actual	organization	of	the	Mali	Empire,	and	the	identification	of	the	listed	provinces	is
controversial.	Several	of	the	names	are	spelled	in	a	variety	of	ways	in	different	manuscripts.	Al-ʿUmari's	list,	which	is	quoted	with	slight	differences	by	al-Qalqashandi,	is	as	follows:	Ghana	(Ghāna):	Corresponds	to	the	former	Ghana	Empire.	Zafun	(Zāfūn):	Diafunu	Tirafka	(Tirafkā):	Probably	the	same	as	Tiraqqa,	a	town	on	the	Niger	between	Timbuktu
and	Gao	mentioned	by	several	other	sources.	Alternatively,	may	be	Tiringa,	between	Kayes	and	Nioro,	or	the	same	as	trnqh,	which	may	be	Futa	Toro.	Takrur	(Takrūr):	On	3rd	cataract	of	the	Senegal	River,	north	of	Jolof.	By	the	14th	century,	the	term	Takrur	had	become	commonly	misused	by	Arab	writers.	Sanghana	(Sanghāna):	A	region	surrounding
the	mouth	of	the	Senegal	river.	The	name	of	the	river	may	be	derived	from	the	name	Sanghana.	bānbʿw	(Arabic:	 وعبناب )	or	bānbġw	(Arabic:	 وغبناب ):	Possibly	the	Bambuk	region,	between	the	Senegal	and	Faleme	rivers,	which	was	a	major	source	of	gold,	but	identification	is	uncertain.	Zarqatabana	(Zarqaṭābanā)	bytrā	(Arabic:	 ارتيب ):	Possibly	a	typographical
error	for	Banbarā,	referring	to	the	Bambara	people.	Damura	(Damūrā)	Zagha	(Zāghā):	Dia.	Ruled	by	a	sultan	who	was	a	vassal	of	the	Mansa	of	Mali.	Kabura	(Kāburā):	Along	the	Niger	upstream	of	Zagha.	Like	Zagha,	ruled	by	a	sultan	who	was	a	vassal	of	the	Mansa	of	Mali.	Identified	with	Diafarabé	by	Delafosse	and	Kaara	(south	of	the	Niger,	opposite
Kokry)	by	Bazin.	Also	spelled	Kabara	or	Kabira;	not	to	be	confused	with	Kabara,	Timbuktu's	port	on	the	Niger.	Bawaghuri	(Bawāghūrī):	Possibly	Zagra	(Zāgharī),	ten	days'	travel	south	of	Walata.	Kawkaw	(Kawkaw):	The	city	of	Gao,	which	was	called	Kawkaw	by	medieval	Arabic	sources.	Formerly	an	independent	kingdom,	it	was	annexed	into	the	Mali
Empire	by	either	Mansa	Sakura	or	Mansa	Musa.	It	would	later	become	the	capital	of	the	Songhai	Empire.	Mali	(Mālī):	The	capital	province,	for	which	the	empire	gets	its	name.	Al-'Umari	reports	that	the	capital	itself,	located	in	the	province	of	Mali,	was	called	byty.	Al-ʿUmari	also	indicates	that	four	Amazigh	tribes	were	subjects	of	Mali:	Yantaṣar	or	Kel
Antasar:	Located	in	the	vicinity	of	the	Adrar	des	Ifoghas.	Tīn	Gharās	or	Yantar'ras:	Correspond	to	the	modern	Kel	Gres.	Located	in	the	vicinity	of	Tadmekka	in	medieval	times.	Madūsa:	Members	of	the	Sanhaja	confederation	located	on	the	Niger	between	Ghana	and	Tadmekka.	Lamtūna:	Members	of	the	Sanhaja	confederation	in	the	vicinity	of	the
Adrar	Plateau	and	Tagant	Plateau.	Gomez	instead	suggests	that	these	tribes	would	have	inhabited	territory	in	the	vicinity	of	Mema,	Ghana,	and	Diafunu.	Capital	debate	The	identity	of	the	capital	city	of	the	Mali	Empire	is	a	matter	of	dispute	among	historians.	Scholars	have	located	the	capital	in	Niani,	or	somewhere	on	the	Niger,	or	proposed	that	it
changed	several	times,	that	there	was	no	true	capital,	or	even	that	it	lay	as	far	afield	as	the	upper	Gambia	River	in	modern-day	Senegal.	Seemingly	contradictory	reports	written	by	Arab	visitors,	a	lack	of	definitive	archaeological	evidence,	and	the	diversity	of	oral	traditions	all	contribute	to	this	uncertainty.	A	particular	challenge	lies	in	interpreting
early	Arabic	manuscripts,	in	which,	without	vowel	markings	and	diacritics,	foreign	names	can	be	read	in	numerous	different	ways	(e.g.	Biti,	Buti,	Yiti,	Tati).	Ibn	Battuta	and	Leo	Africanus	both	call	the	capital	"Mali."	Early	European	writers	such	as	Maurice	Delafosse	believed	that	Niani,	a	city	on	what	is	now	the	border	between	Guinea	and	Mali,	was
the	capital	for	most	of	the	empire's	history,	and	this	notion	has	taken	hold	in	the	popular	imagination.	Djibril	Tamsir	Niane,	a	Guinean	historian,	has	been	a	forceful	advocate	of	this	position	in	recent	decades.	The	identification	of	Niani	as	imperial	capital	is	rooted	in	an	(possibly	erroneous)	interpretation	of	the	Arab	traveler	al	Umari's	work,	as	well	as
some	oral	histories.	Extensive	archaeological	digs	have	shown	that	the	area	was	an	important	trade	and	manufacturing	center	in	the	15th	century,	but	no	firm	evidence	of	royal	residence	has	come	to	light.	Niani's	reputation	as	an	imperial	capital	may	derive	from	its	importance	in	the	late	imperial	period,	when	the	Songhai	Empire	to	the	northeast
pushed	Mali	back	to	the	Manding	heartland.	Several	21st	century	historians	have	firmly	rejected	Niani	as	a	capital	candidate	based	on	a	lack	of	archaeological	evidence	of	significant	trade	activity,	clearly	described	by	Arab	visitors,	particularly	during	the	14th	century,	Mali's	golden	age.	In	fact,	there	is	a	conspicuous	absence	of	archaeological
samples	of	any	kind	from	Niani	dated	to	the	late	13th	through	early	15th	centuries,	suggesting	that	Niani	may	have	been	uninhabited	during	the	heyday	of	the	Mali	Empire.	Various	sources	cite	several	other	cities	as	capitals	of	the	Mali	Empire,	some	in	competition	with	the	Niani	hypothesis	and	others	addressing	different	time	periods.	A	city	called
Dieriba	or	Dioliba	is	sometimes	mentioned	as	the	capital	or	main	urban	center	of	the	province	of	Mande	in	the	years	before	Sundiata,	that	was	later	abandoned.	Many	oral	histories	point	to	a	town	called	Dakajalan	as	the	original	home	of	the	Keita	clan	and	Sundiata's	childhood	home	and	base	of	operations	during	the	war	against	the	Soso.	It	may	have
been	located	close	to	modern	Kangaba.	Mande	bards	in	the	region	speak	of	the	Dakajalan	site,	containing	Sundiata's	grave,	as	sacrosanct.	Kangaba	became	the	last	refuge	of	the	Keita	royal	family	after	the	collapse	of	the	Mali	Empire,	and	so	has	for	centuries	been	associated	with	Sundiata	in	the	cultural	imagination	of	Mande	peoples.	If	Dakajalan
was,	in	fact,	situated	near	Kangaba,	this	may	also	have	contributed	to	their	conflation,	beginning	with	Delafosse's	speculation	that	the	latter	may	have	begun	as	a	suburb	of	the	former.	According	to	Jules	Vidal	and	Levtzion,	citing	oral	histories	from	Kangaba	and	Keyla,	another	onetime	capital	was	Manikoro	or	Mali-Kura,	founded	after	the	destruction
of	Niani.	Parallel	to	this	debate,	many	scholars	have	argued	that	the	Mali	Empire	may	not	have	had	a	permanent	"capital"	in	the	sense	that	the	word	is	used	today,	and	historically	was	used	in	the	Mediterranean	world.	Rather,	authority	would	rest	with	the	mansa	and	his	court,	wherever	he	went.	Therefore,	Arabic	visitors	may	have	assigned	the
"capital"	label	merely	to	whatever	major	city	the	mansa	was	based	out	of	at	the	time	of	their	visit.	It	has	been	suggested	that	the	name	given	in	the	Arabic	sources	for	the	capital	of	Mali	is	derived	the	Manding	word	"bambi",	meaning	"dais",	and	as	such	refers	to	the	"seat	of	government"	in	general	rather	than	being	the	name	of	a	specific	city.	Such
impermanent	capitals	are	a	historically	widespread	phenomenon,	having	occurred	in	other	parts	of	Africa	such	as	Ethiopia,	as	well	as	outside	Africa,	such	as	in	the	Holy	Roman	Empire.	History	In	the	first	millennium	BC,	early	cities	and	towns	were	founded	along	the	middle	Niger	River,	including	at	Dia	which	reached	its	peak	around	600	BC,	and
Djenne-Djenno,	which	lasted	from	around	250	BC	to	900	AD.	By	the	6th	century	AD,	the	lucrative	trans-Saharan	trade	in	gold,	salt	and	slaves	had	begun,	facilitating	the	rise	of	West	Africa's	great	empires.	Pre-imperial	Mali	Main	article:	Pre-imperial	Mali	There	are	a	few	references	to	Mali	in	early	Islamic	literature.	Among	these	are	references	to
"Pene"	and	"Malal"	in	the	work	of	al-Bakri	in	1068,	the	story	of	the	conversion	of	an	early	ruler,	known	to	Ibn	Khaldun	(by	1397)	as	Barmandana,	and	a	few	geographical	details	in	the	work	of	al-Idrisi.	Through	the	oral	tradition	of	griots,	the	Keita	dynasty	claims	descent	from	Lawalo,	one	of	the	sons	of	Bilal,	the	faithful	muezzin	of	Islam's	prophet
Muhammad,	a	dubious	assertion.	Hunters	from	the	Ghana	Empire	(or	Wagadou),	particularly	mythical	ancestors	Kontron	and	Sanin,	were	the	first	Mandinka	in	the	Manding	region	and	founded	the	Malinké	hunter	brotherhood.	The	area	was	famous	for	the	large	amount	of	game	that	it	sheltered,	as	well	as	its	dense	vegetation.	The	Camara	(or	Kamara)
are	said	to	be	the	first	family	to	have	lived	in	Manding,	after	having	left	Ouallata	in	Wagadou	due	to	drought.	They	founded	the	first	village	of	the	Manding,	Kirikoroni,	then	Kirina,	Siby,	Kita.	A	very	large	number	of	families	that	make	up	the	Mandinka	community	were	born	in	Manding.	The	Manden	city-state	of	Ka-ba	(present-day	Kangaba)	served	as
the	capital	and	name	of	the	province.	From	at	least	the	beginning	of	the	11th	century,	Mandinka	kings	ruled	Manden	from	Ka-ba	in	the	name	of	the	Ghanas.	The	ruler	was	elected	from	among	the	heads	of	the	major	clans,	and	at	this	time	had	little	real	power.	Wagadou's	control	over	Manden	ended	in	the	12th	century.	The	Kangaba	province,	free	of
Soninké	influence,	splintered	into	twelve	kingdoms	with	their	own	faama.	Manden	was	split	in	half	with	the	Dodougou	territory	to	the	northeast	and	the	Kri	territory	to	the	southwest.	In	approximately	1140	the	Sosso	kingdom	of	Kaniaga,	a	former	vassal	of	Wagadou,	began	conquering	the	lands	of	its	old	rulers.	By	1180	it	had	even	subjugated
Wagadou,	forcing	the	Soninké	to	pay	tribute.	In	1203,	the	Sosso	king	and	sorcerer	Soumaoro	Kanté	came	to	power	and	reportedly	terrorised	much	of	Manden	stealing	women	and	goods	from	both	Dodougou	and	Kri.	Sundjata	Keita,	The	Hungering	Lion	Early	Life	Mali	terracotta	horseman	figure	from	the	13th	to	15th	centuries	According	to	Niane's
version	of	the	epic,	Sundiata	of	the	Keita	clan	was	born	in	the	early	13th	century.	during	the	rise	of	Kaniaga.	He	was	the	son	of	Niani's	faama,	Nare	Fa	(also	known	as	Maghan	Kon	Fatta,	meaning	the	handsome	prince).	Sundiata's	mother	was	Maghan	Kon	Fatta's	second	wife,	Sogolon	Kédjou.	She	was	a	hunchback	from	the	land	of	Do,	south	of	Mali.
The	child	of	this	marriage	received	the	first	name	of	his	mother	(Sogolon)	and	the	surname	of	his	father	(Djata).	Combined	in	the	rapidly	spoken	language	of	the	Mandinka,	the	names	formed	Sondjata,	Sundjata	or	Sundiata	Keita.	In	Ibn	Khaldun's	account,	Sundjata	is	recorded	as	Mari	Djata	with	"Mari"	meaning	"Amir"	or	"Prince".	He	also	notes	that
Djata	or	"Jatah"	means	"lion".	Prince	Sundjata	was	prophesied	to	become	a	great	conqueror.	To	his	parents'	dread,	the	prince	did	not	have	a	promising	start.	Sundiata,	according	to	the	oral	traditions,	did	not	walk	until	he	was	seven	years	old.	However,	once	Sundiata	eventually	gained	use	of	his	legs	he	grew	strong	and	respected,	but	by	that	time	his
father	had	died.	Despite	the	faama's	wish	to	respect	the	prophecy	and	put	Sundiata	on	the	throne,	the	son	from	his	first	wife	Sassouma	Bérété	was	crowned	instead.	As	soon	as	Sassouma's	son	Dankaran	Touman	took	the	throne,	he	and	his	mother	forced	the	increasingly	popular	Sundjata	into	exile	along	with	his	mother	and	two	sisters.	Before
Dankaran	Touman	and	his	mother	could	enjoy	their	power,	King	Soumaoro	set	his	sights	on	Niani	forcing	Dankaran	to	flee	to	Kissidougou.	After	many	years	in	exile,	first	at	the	court	of	Wagadou	and	then	at	Mema,	a	delegation	from	his	home	reached	Sundjata	and	begged	him	to	combat	the	Sosso	and	free	the	kingdoms	of	Manden.	War	against
Soumaoro	Kante	Main	article:	Battle	of	Kirina	Leading	the	combined	armies	of	Mema,	Wagadou	and	the	Mandinka	city-states,	Sundiata	led	a	revolt	against	the	Kaniaga	Kingdom	around	1234.	The	combined	forces	of	northern	and	southern	Manden	defeated	the	Sosso	army	at	the	Battle	of	Kirina	(also	known	as	Krina)	in	approximately	1235.	This
victory	resulted	in	the	fall	of	the	Kaniaga	kingdom	and	the	rise	of	the	Mali	Empire.	After	the	victory,	King	Soumaoro	disappeared,	and	the	Mandinka	stormed	the	last	of	the	Sosso	cities.	Maghan	Sundiata	was	declared	"faama	of	faamas"	and	received	the	title	"mansa",	which	translates	as	"king".	At	the	age	of	18,	he	gained	authority	over	all	the	12
kingdoms	in	an	alliance	that	would	become	the	Mali	Empire.	He	was	crowned	under	the	throne	name	Sundjata	Keita	becoming	the	first	Mandinka	emperor.	And	so	the	name	Keita	became	a	clan/family	and	began	its	reign.	Reign	The	reign	of	Mansa	Sundiata	Keita	saw	the	conquest	of	several	key	places	in	the	Mali	Empire.	He	never	personally	took	the
field	again	after	Kirina,	but	his	generals	continued	to	expand	the	frontier,	especially	in	the	west	where	they	reached	the	Gambia	River	and	the	marches	of	Tekrur.	This	enabled	him	to	rule	over	a	realm	larger	than	even	the	Ghana	Empire	in	its	apex.	When	the	campaigning	was	done,	his	empire	extended	1,000	miles	(1,600	km)	east	to	west	with	those
borders	being	the	bends	of	the	Senegal	and	Niger	rivers.	After	unifying	Manden,	he	added	the	Wangara	goldfields,	making	them	the	southern	border.	The	northern	commercial	towns	of	Oualata	and	Audaghost	were	also	conquered	and	became	part	of	the	new	state's	northern	border.	Wagadou	and	Mema	became	junior	partners	in	the	realm	and	part
of	the	imperial	nucleus.	The	lands	of	Bambougou,	Jalo	(Fouta	Djallon),	and	Kaabu	were	added	into	Mali	by	Fakoli	Koroma	(known	as	Nkrumah	in	Ghana,	Kurumah	in	the	Gambia,	Colley	in	Casamance,	Senegal),	Fran	Kamara	(Camara)	and	Tiramakhan	Traore	(Tarawelley	in	the	Gambia),	respectively.	Imperial	Mali	Genealogy	of	the	kings	of	the	Mali
Empire	based	on	the	chronicle	of	Ibn	Khaldun	Different	oral	traditions	conflict	with	each	other,	as	well	as	with	Ibn	Khaldun,	about	the	transfer	of	power	following	Sunjata's	death.	There	was	evidently	a	power	struggle	of	some	kind	involving	the	gbara	or	great	council	and	donson	ton	or	hunter	guilds.	In	the	interregnum	following	Sunjata's	death,	the
jomba	or	court	slaves	may	have	held	power.	Some	oral	traditions	agree	with	Ibn	Khaldun	in	indicating	that	a	son	of	Sunjata,	named	Yerelinkon	in	oral	tradition	and	Wali	in	Arabic,	took	power	as	Sunjata's	successor.	Ibn	Khaldun	regarded	Wali	as	one	of	Mali's	greatest	rulers.	He	went	on	the	hajj	during	the	reign	of	Mamluk	sultan	Baibars	(1260–1277).
Wali	was	succeeded	by	his	brother	Wati,	about	whom	nothing	is	known,	and	then	his	brother	Khalifa.	Khalifa	would	shoot	arrows	at	his	subjects,	so	he	was	overthrown	and	killed.	He	was	replaced	by	Abu	Bakr,	a	son	of	Sunjata's	daughter.	Abu	Bakr	was	the	first	and	only	mansa	to	inherit	through	the	female	line,	which	has	been	argued	to	be	either	a
break	from	or	a	return	to	tradition.	Then	an	enslaved	court	official,	Sakura,	seized	power.	Sakura	was	able	to	stabilize	the	political	situation	in	Mali.	Under	his	leadership,	Mali	conquered	new	territories	and	trade	with	North	Africa	increased.	He	went	on	the	hajj	during	the	reign	of	Mamluk	sultan	an-Nasir	Muhammad	(1298–1308)	and	was	killed	in
Tajura	on	his	way	back	to	Mali.	After	Sakura's	death,	power	returned	to	the	line	of	Sunjata,	with	Wali's	son	Qu	taking	the	throne.	Qu	was	succeeded	by	his	son	Muhammad,	who	launched	two	voyages	to	explore	the	Atlantic	Ocean.	After	the	loss	of	the	first	expedition,	Muhammad	led	the	second	expedition	himself.	He	left	Kanku	Musa,	a	grandson	of
Sunjata's	brother	Mande	Bori,	in	charge	during	his	absence.	Eventually,	due	to	Muhammad's	failure	to	return,	Musa	was	recognized	as	mansa.	Musa	Keita	I	(Mansa	Musa)	Kankan	Musa,	better	known	as	Mansa	Musa	probably	took	power	in	approximately	1312,	although	an	earlier	date	is	possible.	His	reign	is	considered	the	golden	age	of	Mali.	He
was	one	of	the	first	truly	devout	Muslims	to	lead	the	Mali	Empire.	He	attempted	to	make	Islam	the	faith	of	the	nobility,	but	kept	to	the	imperial	tradition	of	not	forcing	it	on	the	populace.	He	also	made	Eid	celebrations	at	the	end	of	Ramadan	a	national	ceremony.	He	could	read	and	write	Arabic	and	took	an	interest	in	the	scholarly	city	of	Timbuktu,
which	he	peaceably	annexed	in	1324.	Via	one	of	the	royal	ladies	of	his	court,	Musa	transformed	Sankore	from	an	informal	madrasah	into	an	Islamic	university.	Islamic	studies	flourished	thereafter.	Musa	depicted	holding	a	gold	coin	in	the	1375	Catalan	Atlas	Mansa	Musa	Keita's	crowning	achievement	was	his	famous	pilgrimage	to	Mecca,	which
started	in	1324	and	concluded	with	his	return	in	1326.	Accounts	of	how	many	people	and	how	much	gold	he	spent	vary.	All	of	them	agree	that	he	took	a	very	large	group	of	people;	the	mansa	kept	a	personal	guard	of	some	500	men,	and	he	gave	out	so	many	alms	and	bought	so	many	things	that	the	value	of	gold	in	Egypt	and	Arabia	depreciated	for
twelve	years.	When	he	passed	through	Cairo,	historian	al-Maqrizi	noted	"the	members	of	his	entourage	proceeded	to	buy	Turkish	and	Ethiopian	slave	girls,	singing	girls	and	garments,	so	that	the	rate	of	the	gold	dinar	fell	by	six	dirhams."	Another	testimony	from	Ibn	Khaldun	describes	the	grand	pilgrimage	of	Mansa	Musa	consisting	of	12,000	slaves:
"He	made	a	pilgrimage	in	724/1324	[...].	At	each	halt,	he	would	regale	us	[his	entourage]	rare	foods	and	confectionery.	His	equipment	furnishings	were	carried	by	12.000	private	slave	women	(Wasaif)	wearing	gown	and	brocade	(dibaj)	and	Yemeni	silk	[...].	Mansa	Musa	came	from	his	country	with	80	loads	of	gold	dust	(tibr),	each	load	weighing	three
qintars.	In	their	own	country	they	use	only	slave	women	and	men	for	transport,	but	for	long	journeys	such	as	pilgrimages	they	have	mounts."	Contemporary	sources	suggest	that	the	mounts	employed	by	this	caravan	were	one	hundred	elephants,	which	carried	those	loads	of	gold,	and	several	hundred	camels,	carrying	the	food,	supplies	and	weaponries
which	were	brought	to	the	rear.	Musa	took	out	large	loans	from	money	lenders	in	Cairo	before	beginning	his	journey	home.	It	is	not	known	if	this	was	an	attempt	to	correct	the	depreciation	of	gold	in	the	area	due	to	his	spending,	or	if	he	had	simply	run	out	of	the	funds	needed	for	the	return	trip.	Musa's	hajj,	and	especially	his	gold,	caught	the	attention
of	both	the	Islamic	and	Christian	worlds.	Consequently,	the	name	of	Mali	and	Timbuktu	appeared	on	14th	century	world	maps.	While	on	the	hajj,	he	met	the	Andalusian	poet	and	architect	es-Saheli.	Mansa	Musa	brought	the	architect	back	to	Mali	to	beautify	some	of	the	cities.	But	more	reasoned	analysis	suggests	that	his	role,	if	any,	was	quite	limited.
The	architectural	crafts	in	Granada	had	reached	their	zenith	by	the	fourteenth	century,	and	its	extremely	unlikely	that	a	cultured	and	wealthy	poet	would	have	had	anything	more	than	a	dilettante's	knowledge	of	the	intricacies	of	contemporary	architectural	practice.	Mosques	were	built	in	Gao	and	Timbuktu	along	with	impressive	palaces	also	built	in
Timbuktu.	By	the	time	of	his	death	in	1337,	Mali	had	control	over	Taghazza,	a	salt-producing	area	in	the	north,	which	further	strengthened	its	treasury.	That	same	year,	after	the	Mandinka	general	known	as	Sagmandir	put	down	yet	another	rebellion	in	Gao,	Mansa	Musa	came	to	Gao	and	accepted	the	capitulation	of	the	King	of	Ghana	and	his	nobles.
By	the	end	of	Mansa	Musa's	reign,	the	Sankoré	University	had	been	converted	into	a	fully	staffed	university	with	the	largest	collections	of	books	in	Africa	since	the	Library	of	Alexandria.	The	Sankoré	University	was	capable	of	housing	25,000	students	and	had	one	of	the	largest	libraries	in	the	world	with	roughly	1,000,000	manuscripts.	A	manuscript
page	from	Timbuktu	Manuscript	of	Nasir	al-Din	Abu	al-Abbas	Ahmad	ibn	al-Hajj	al-Amin	al-Tawathi	al-Ghalawi's	Kashf	al-Ghummah	fi	Nafa	al-Ummah.	From	the	Mamma	Haidara	Commemorative	Library,	Timbuktu.	A	manuscript	page	from	Timbuktu	showing	a	table	of	astronomical	information	Mansa	Musa	Keita	was	succeeded	by	his	son,	Maghan
Keita	I,	in	1337.	Mansa	Maghan	Keita	I	spent	wastefully	and	was	the	first	lacklustre	emperor	since	Khalifa	Keita.	But	the	Mali	Empire	built	by	his	predecessors	was	too	strong	for	even	his	misrule	and	it	passed	intact	to	Musa's	brother,	Souleyman	Keita	in	1341.	Souleyman	Keita	Mansa	Souleyman	Keita	(or	Suleiman)	took	steep	measures	to	put	Mali
back	into	financial	shape,	thereby	developing	a	reputation	for	miserliness.	It	is	during	his	reign	that	Fula	raids	on	Takrur	began.	There	was	also	a	palace	conspiracy	to	overthrow	him	hatched	by	the	Qasa	(the	Manding	term	meaning	Queen)	Kassi	and	several	army	commanders.	Mansa	Souleyman's	generals	successfully	fought	off	the	military
incursions,	and	the	senior	wife	Kassi	behind	the	plot	was	imprisoned.	The	mansa	also	made	a	successful	hajj,	kept	up	correspondence	with	Morocco	and	Egypt	and	built	an	earthen	platform	at	Kangaba	called	the	Camanbolon	where	he	held	court	with	provincial	governors	and	deposited	the	holy	books	he	brought	back	from	Hedjaz.	The	only	major
setback	to	his	reign	was	the	loss	of	Mali's	Dyolof	province	in	Senegal.	The	Wolof	populations	of	the	area	united	into	their	own	state	known	as	the	Jolof	Empire	in	the	1350s.	Still,	when	Ibn	Battuta	arrived	at	Mali	in	July	1352,	he	found	a	thriving	civilisation	on	par	with	virtually	anything	in	the	Muslim	or	Christian	world.	Mansa	Souleyman	Keita	died	in
1360	and	was	succeeded	by	his	son,	Camba	Keita.	Mari	Djata	Keita	II	After	a	mere	nine	months	of	rule,	Mansa	Camba	Keita	was	deposed	by	one	of	Maghan	Keita	I's	three	sons.	Konkodougou	Kamissa	Keita,	named	for	the	province	he	once	governed,	was	crowned	as	Mansa	Mari	Djata	Keita	II	in	1360.	He	ruled	oppressively	and	nearly	bankrupted	Mali
with	his	lavish	spending.	He	did	however,	maintain	contacts	with	Morocco,	sending	a	giraffe	to	King	Abu	Hassan.	Mansa	Mari	Djata	Keita	II	became	seriously	ill	in	1372,	and	power	moved	into	the	hands	of	his	ministers	until	his	death	in	1374.	Musa	Keita	II	The	reign	of	Mari	Djata	Keita	II	was	ruinous	and	left	the	empire	in	bad	financial	shape,	but	the
empire	itself	passed	intact	to	the	dead	emperor's	brother.	Mansa	Fadima	Musa	Keita,	or	Mansa	Musa	Keita	II,	began	the	process	of	reversing	his	brother's	excesses.	He	did	not,	however,	hold	the	power	of	previous	mansas	because	of	the	influence	of	his	kankoro-sigui.	Kankoro-sigui	Mari	Djata,	who	had	no	relation	to	the	Keita	clan,	essentially	ran	the
empire	in	Musa	Keita	II's	stead.	Ibn	Khaldun	recorded	that	in	776	A.H	or	1374/1375	AD	he	interviewed	a	Sijilmasan	scholar	named	Muhammad	b.	Wasul	who	had	lived	in	Gao	and	had	been	employed	in	its	judiciary.	The	latter	told	Ibn	Khaldun	about	devastating	struggle	over	Gao	between	Mali	imperial	forces	against	Berber	Tuareg	forces	from
Takedda.	The	text	of	Ibn	Khaldun	says	"Gao,	at	this	time	is	devastated".	It	seems	quite	possible	that	an	exodus	of	the	inhabitants	took	place	at	this	juncture	and	the	importance	of	the	city	was	not	revived	until	the	rise	of	the	Songhai	empire.	The	Songhai	settlement	effectively	shook	off	Mali's	authority	in	1375.	Still,	by	the	time	of	Mansa	Musa	Keita	II's
death	in	1387,	Mali	was	financially	solvent	and	in	control	of	all	of	its	previous	conquests	short	of	Gao	and	Dyolof.	Forty	years	after	the	reign	of	Mansa	Musa	Keita	I,	the	Mali	Empire	still	controlled	some	1,100,000	square	kilometres	(420,000	sq	mi)	of	land	throughout	Western	Africa.	Maghan	Keita	II	The	last	son	of	Maghan	Keita	I,	Tenin	Maghan	Keita
(also	known	as	Kita	Tenin	Maghan	Keita	for	the	province	he	once	governed)	was	crowned	Mansa	Maghan	Keita	II	in	1387.	Little	is	known	of	him	except	that	he	only	reigned	two	years.	He	was	deposed	in	1389,	marking	the	end	of	the	Faga	Laye	Keita	mansas.	Obscure	lineages	(1389–1545)	From	1389	onwards,	Mali	gained	a	host	of	mansas	of	obscure
origins.	This	is	the	least	known	period	in	Mali's	imperial	history.	What	is	evident	is	that	there	is	no	steady	lineage	governing	the	empire.	The	other	characteristic	of	this	era	is	the	gradual	loss	of	its	northern	and	eastern	possessions	to	the	rising	Songhai	Empire	and	the	movement	of	the	Mali's	economic	focus	from	the	trans-Saharan	trade	routes	to	the
burgeoning	commerce	along	the	coast.	Sandaki	Keita	Mansa	Sandaki	Keita,	a	descendant	of	kankoro-sigui	Mari	Djata	Keita,	deposed	Maghan	Keita	II,	becoming	the	first	person	without	any	Keita	dynastic	relation	to	officially	rule	Mali.	Sandaki	Keita	should	not	however	be	taken	to	be	this	person's	name	but	a	title.	Sandaki	likely	means	High
Counsellor	or	Supreme	Counsellor,	from	san	or	sanon	(meaning	"high")	and	adegue	(meaning	counsellor).	He	would	only	reign	a	year	before	a	descendant	of	Mansa	Gao	Keita	removed	him.	Mahmud	Keita,	possibly	a	grandchild	or	great-grandchild	of	Mansa	Gao	Keita,	was	crowned	Mansa	Maghan	Keita	III	in	1390.	During	his	reign,	the	Mossi	emperor
Bonga	of	Yatenga	raided	into	Mali	and	plundered	Macina.	Emperor	Bonga	did	not	appear	to	hold	the	area,	and	it	stayed	within	the	Mali	Empire	after	Maghan	Keita	III's	death	in	1400.	15th–16th	centuries	In	the	early	15th	century,	Mali	was	still	powerful	enough	to	conquer	and	settle	new	areas.	One	of	these	was	Dioma,	an	area	south	of	Niani
populated	by	Fula	Wassoulounké.	Two	noble	brothers	from	Niani,	of	unknown	lineage,	went	to	Dioma	with	an	army	and	drove	out	the	Fula	Wassoulounké.	The	oldest	brother,	Sérébandjougou	Keita,	was	crowned	Mansa	Foamed	or	Mansa	Musa	Keita	III.	His	reign	saw	the	first	in	a	string	of	many	great	losses	to	Mali.	In	1433–1434,	the	Mali	Empire	lost
control	of	Timbuktu	to	the	Tuareg,	led	by	Akil	Ag-Amalwal.	Three	years	later,	Oualata	also	fell	into	their	hands.	Following	Musa	Keita	III's	death,	his	brother	Gbèré	Keita	became	emperor	in	the	mid-15th	century.	Gbèré	Keita	was	crowned	Mansa	Ouali	Keita	II	and	ruled	during	the	period	of	Mali's	contact	with	Portugal.	In	the	1450s,	Portugal	began
sending	raiding	parties	along	the	Gambian	coast.	The	Gambia	was	still	firmly	in	Mali's	control,	and	these	raiding	expeditions	met	with	disastrous	fates	before	Portugal's	Diogo	Gomes	began	formal	relations	with	Mali	via	its	remaining	Wolof	subjects.	Alvise	Cadamosto,	a	Venetian	explorer,	recorded	that	the	Mali	Empire	was	the	most	powerful	entity	on
the	coast	in	1454.	Despite	their	power	in	the	west,	Mali	was	losing	the	battle	for	supremacy	in	the	north	and	northeast.	The	new	Songhai	Empire	conquered	Mema,	one	of	Mali's	oldest	possessions,	in	1465.	It	then	seized	Timbuktu	from	the	Tuareg	in	1468	under	Sunni	Ali	Ber.	In	1477,	the	Yatenga	emperor	Nasséré	made	yet	another	Mossi	raid	into
Macina,	this	time	conquering	it	and	the	old	province	of	BaGhana	(Wagadou).	Mansa	Mahmud	Keita	II	came	to	the	throne	in	1481	during	Mali's	downward	spiral.	It	is	unknown	from	whom	he	descended;	however,	another	emperor,	Mansa	Maghan	Keita	III,	is	sometimes	cited	as	Mansa	Mahmud	Keita	I.	Still,	throne	names	do	not	usually	indicate	blood
relations.	Mansa	Mahmud	Keita	II's	rule	was	characterised	by	more	losses	to	Mali's	old	possessions	and	increased	contact	between	Mali	and	Portuguese	explorers	along	the	coast.	In	1481,	Fula	raids	against	Mali's	Tekrur	provinces	began.	The	growing	trade	in	Mali's	western	provinces	with	Portugal	witnessed	the	exchange	of	envoys	between	the	two
nations.	Mansa	Mahmud	Keita	II	received	the	Portuguese	envoys	Pêro	d'Évora	and	Gonçalo	Enes	in	1487.	The	mansa	lost	control	of	Jalo	during	this	period.	Meanwhile,	Songhai	seized	the	salt	mines	of	Taghazza	in	1493.	That	same	year,	Mahmud	II	sent	another	envoy	to	the	Portuguese	proposing	alliance	against	the	Fula.	The	Portuguese	decided	to
stay	out	of	the	conflict	and	the	talks	concluded	by	1495	without	an	alliance.	Mali	Empire	and	surrounding	states,	c.	1530	Songhai	forces	under	the	command	of	Askia	Muhammad	I	defeated	the	Mali	general	Fati	Quali	Keita	in	1502	and	seized	the	province	of	Diafunu.	In	1514,	the	Denianke	dynasty	was	established	in	Tekrour.	It	wasn't	long	before	the
new	kingdom	of	Great	Fulo	was	warring	against	Mali's	remaining	provinces.	In	1534,	Mahmud	III,	the	grandson	of	Mahmud	II,	received	another	Portuguese	envoy	to	the	Mali	court	by	the	name	of	Pero	Fernandes.	This	envoy	from	the	Portuguese	coastal	port	of	Elmina	arrived	in	response	to	the	growing	trade	along	the	coast	and	Mali's	now	urgent
request	for	military	assistance	against	Songhai.	Still,	no	help	came	from	the	envoy	and	further	possessions	of	Mali	were	lost	one	by	one.	The	date	of	Mahmud's	death	and	identity	of	his	immediate	successor	are	not	recorded,	and	there	is	a	gap	of	65	years	before	another	mansa's	identity	is	recorded.	In	1544	or	1545,	a	Songhai	force	led	by	kanfari
Dawud,	who	would	later	succeed	his	brother	Askia	Ishaq	as	ruler	of	the	Songhai	Empire,	sacked	the	capital	of	Mali	and	purportedly	used	the	royal	palace	as	a	latrine.	However,	the	Songhai	do	not	maintain	their	hold	on	the	Malian	capital.	Mali's	fortunes	seem	to	have	improved	in	the	second	half	of	the	16th	century.	Around	1550,	Mali	attacked	Bighu
in	an	effort	to	regain	access	to	its	gold.	Songhai	authority	over	Bendugu	and	Kala	declined	by	1571,	and	Mali	may	have	been	able	to	reassert	some	authority	over	them.	The	breakup	of	the	Wolof	Empire	allowed	Mali	to	reassert	authority	over	some	of	its	former	subjects	on	the	north	bank	of	the	Gambia,	such	as	Wuli,	by	1576.	The	swan	song	of	the
Mali	Empire	came	in	1599,	under	the	reign	of	Mansa	Mahmud	IV.	The	Songhai	Empire	had	fallen	to	the	Saadi	Sultanate	of	Morocco	eight	years	earlier,	and	Mahmud	sought	to	take	advantage	of	their	defeat	by	trying	to	capture	Jenne.	Mahmud	sought	support	from	several	other	rulers,	including	the	governor	of	Kala,	Bukar.	Bukar	professed	his
support,	but	believing	Mahmud's	situation	to	be	hopeless,	secretly	went	over	to	the	Moroccans.	The	Malian	and	Moroccan	armies	fought	at	Jenne	on	26	April,	the	last	day	of	Ramadan,	and	the	Moroccans	were	victorious	thanks	to	their	firearms	and	Bukar's	support,	but	Mahmud	was	able	to	escape.	Collapse	Mali	Empire	and	surrounding	states,	c.
1625	It	would	be	the	Mandinka	themselves	that	would	cause	the	final	destruction	of	the	empire.	Around	1610,	Mahmud	Keita	IV	died.	Oral	tradition	states	that	he	had	three	sons	who	fought	over	Manden's	remains.	No	single	Keita	ever	ruled	Manden	after	Mahmud	Keita	IV's	death,	resulting	in	the	end	of	the	Mali	Empire.	Manden	divided	The	old	core
of	the	empire	was	divided	into	three	spheres	of	influence.	Kangaba,	the	de	facto	capital	of	Manden	since	the	time	of	the	last	emperor,	became	the	capital	of	the	northern	sphere.	The	Joma	area,	governed	from	Siguiri,	controlled	the	central	region,	which	encompassed	Niani.	Hamana	(or	Amana),	southwest	of	Joma,	became	the	southern	sphere,	with	its
capital	at	Kouroussa	in	modern	Guinea.	Each	ruler	used	the	title	of	mansa,	but	their	authority	only	extended	as	far	as	their	own	sphere	of	influence.	Despite	this	disunity	in	the	realm,	the	realm	remained	under	Mandinka	control	into	the	mid-17th	century.	The	three	states	warred	with	each	other	as	much,	if	not	more,	than	they	did	against	outsiders,
but	rivalries	generally	stopped	when	faced	with	invasion.	This	trend	would	continue	into	colonial	times	against	Tukulor	enemies	from	the	west.	The	Bamana	jihad	Then,	in	1630,	the	Bamana	of	Djenné	declared	their	version	of	holy	war	on	all	Muslim	powers	in	present-day	Mali.	They	targeted	Moroccan	pashas	still	in	Timbuktu	and	the	mansas	of
Manden.	In	1645,	the	Bamana	attacked	Manden,	seizing	both	banks	of	the	Niger	right	up	to	Niani.	This	campaign	gutted	Manden	and	destroyed	any	hope	of	the	three	mansas	cooperating	to	free	their	land.	The	only	Mandinka	power	spared	from	the	campaign	was	Kangaba.	Sack	of	Niani	Mama	Maghan,	mansa	of	Kangaba,	campaigned	against	the
Bamana	in	1667	and	laid	siege	to	Segou–Koro	for	a	reported	three	years.	Segou,	defended	by	Bitòn	Coulibaly,	successfully	defended	itself	and	Mama	Maghan	was	forced	to	withdraw.	Either	as	a	counter-attack	or	simply	the	progression	of	pre-planned	assaults	against	the	remnants	of	Mali,	the	Bamana	sacked	and	burned	Niani	in	1670.	Their	forces
marched	as	far	north	as	Kangaba,	where	the	mansa	was	obliged	to	make	a	peace	with	them,	promising	not	to	attack	downstream	of	Mali.	The	Bamana,	likewise,	vowed	not	to	advance	farther	upstream	than	Niamina.	Following	this	disastrous	set	of	events,	Mansa	Mama	Maghan	abandoned	the	capital	of	Niani.	Government	Initial	Organization	As
founded	by	Mari	Djata,	it	was	composed	of	the	"three	freely	allied	states"	of	Mali,	Mema	and	Wagadou	plus	the	Twelve	Doors	of	Mali.	The	Twelve	Doors	of	Mali	were	a	coalition	of	conquered	or	allied	territories,	mostly	within	Manden,	with	sworn	allegiance	to	Sundiata	and	his	descendants.	Upon	stabbing	their	spears	into	the	ground	before	Sundiata's
throne,	each	of	the	twelve	kings	relinquished	their	kingdom	to	the	Keita	dynasty.	In	return	for	their	submission,	they	became	"farbas",	a	combination	of	the	Mandinka	words	"farin"	and	"ba"	(great	farin).	Farin	was	a	general	term	for	northern	commander	at	the	time.	These	farbas	would	rule	their	old	kingdoms	in	the	name	of	the	mansa	with	most	of
the	authority	they	held	prior	to	joining	the	empire.	The	Gbara	The	Gbara	or	Great	Assembly	would	serve	as	the	Mandinka	deliberative	body	and	council	of	state	until	the	collapse	of	the	empire	in	1645.	Its	first	meeting,	at	the	famous	Kouroukan	Fouga	(Division	of	the	World),	had	29	clan	delegates	presided	over	by	a	belen-tigui	(master	of	ceremony).
The	Kouroukan	Fouga	put	in	place	social	and	economic	reforms	including	prohibitions	on	the	maltreatment	of	prisoners	and	slaves,	installing	documents	between	clans	which	clearly	stated	who	could	say	what	about	whom.	Also,	Sundiata	divided	the	lands	amongst	the	people	assuring	everyone	had	a	place	in	the	empire	and	fixed	exchange	rates	for
common	products.	The	final	incarnation	of	the	Gbara,	according	to	the	surviving	traditions	of	northern	Guinea,	held	32	positions	occupied	by	28	clans.	It	functioned	as	the	ruler's	cabinet,	with	different	dignitaries	given	different	portfolios	(war,	justice,	economy,	foreign	relations,	religion,	etc.),	and	all	major	social	groups	of	Mande	society	were
represented.	Territorial	Administration	The	Mali	Empire	covered	a	larger	area	for	a	longer	period	of	time	than	any	other	West	African	state	before	or	since.	What	made	this	possible	was	the	decentralised	nature	of	administration	throughout	the	state.	According	to	Burkinabé	writer	Joseph	Ki-Zerbo,	the	farther	a	person	travelled	from	the	capital,	the
more	decentralised	the	mansa's	power	became.	Nevertheless,	the	mansa	managed	to	keep	tax	money	and	nominal	control	over	the	area	without	agitating	his	subjects	into	revolt.	The	Malian	state	balanced	centralization	and	decentralization	by	dividing	the	empire	into	a	series	of	provinces	and	vassal	states	that	had	been	either	conquered	or	annexed,
respectively.	These	were	administered	in	different	ways.	Central	Government	The	Mansa	held	ultimate,	unquestioned	authority.	Audiences	with	the	monarch	were	governed	by	strict	protocol.	Conquered	areas	were	ruled	directly	by	the	state	through	a	farin	(also	called	farin-ba	or	farba),	essentially	a	military	governor,	chosen	by	the	Mansa.	Duties	of
the	farin	included	managing	the	garrison,	collecting	taxes	and	customs	duties,	and	controlling	the	local	administration	of	justice.	He	could	also	take	power	away	from	the	native	administration	if	required	and	raise	an	army	in	the	area	for	defence	or	putting	down	rebellions.	This	system	tended	to	promote	assimilation	into	the	empire.	The	post	of	farba
was	very	prestigious,	and	his	descendants	could	inherit	it	with	the	mansa's	approval.	The	mansa	could	also	replace	a	farba	if	he	got	out	of	control.	Decentralization	Most	of	the	empire	consisted	of	autonomous	kingdoms	of	communities	who	recognized	the	Mansa's	ultimate	authority	and	paid	tribute.	At	the	local	level	(village,	town	and	city),	kun-tiguis
(heads	of	family)	elected	a	dougou-tigui	(village-master)	from	a	bloodline	descended	from	that	locality's	founder.	The	county	level	administrators	called	kafo-tigui	were	appointed	by	the	governor	of	the	province.	Only	at	the	state	or	province	level	was	there	any	real	interference	from	the	central	authority.	Provinces	picked	their	own	governors	via	their
own	custom	(election,	inheritance,	etc.)	and,	regardless	of	their	title	in	the	province,	were	recognised	as	dyamani-tigui	(province-master)	by	the	mansa.	Dyamani-tiguis	had	to	be	approved	by	the	mansa	and	were	subject	to	his	oversight.	If	the	mansa	didn't	believe	the	dyamani-tigui	was	capable	or	trustworthy,	a	farba	might	be	installed	to	oversee	the
province	or	administer	it	outright.	Conquered	territories	that	had	proven	quiescent	could	receive	this	level	of	autonomy	rather	than	remain	under	direct	rule,	but	territories	that	were	crucial	to	trade	or	subject	to	revolt	could	and	did	lose	this	privilege	as	well	and	have	a	farin	installed	to	rule	over	them.	Economy	During	the	peak	of	the	kingdom,	Mali
was	extremely	wealthy,	particularly	due	to	trade	in	gold.	Trade	Trade	was	a	significant	factor	to	the	rise	and	success	of	Mali.	Its	height	coincided	with	the	period	when	Timbuktu	came	under	the	Mansa's	control.	The	empire	taxed	every	ounce	of	gold,	copper	and	salt	that	entered	its	borders.	By	the	14th	century,	a	pax	mandinka	reigned	in	West	Africa,
allowing	trade	to	flourish.	There	was	no	standard	currency	throughout	the	realm,	but	several	forms	were	used.	The	Sahelian	and	Saharan	towns	of	the	Mali	Empire	were	staging	posts	in	the	long-distance	caravan	trade	and	trading	centres	for	various	West	African	products.	At	Taghaza,	for	example,	salt	was	exchanged;	at	Takedda,	copper.	Ibn	Battuta
observed	the	use	of	slaves	in	both	towns.	During	most	of	his	journey,	Ibn	Battuta	travelled	with	a	retinue	that	included	slaves,	most	of	whom	carried	goods	for	trade.	On	the	return	from	Takedda	to	Morocco,	his	caravan	transported	600	female	slaves,	suggesting	that	slavery	was	a	substantial	part	of	the	commercial	activity	of	the	empire.	Gold	Mali's
wealth	in	gold	did	not	primarily	come	from	direct	rule	of	gold-producing	regions,	but	rather	from	tribute	and	trade	with	the	regions	where	gold	was	found.	Gold	nuggets	were	the	exclusive	property	of	the	mansa	and	were	illegal	to	trade	within	his	borders.	All	gold	was	immediately	handed	over	to	the	imperial	treasury	in	return	for	an	equal	value	of
gold	dust.	Gold	dust	had	been	weighed	and	bagged	for	use	at	least	since	the	time	of	the	Ghana	Empire.	Mali	borrowed	the	practice	to	stem	inflation,	since	it	was	so	prominent	in	the	region.	The	most	common	measure	for	gold	within	the	realm	was	the	mithqal	(4.5	grams	of	gold).	This	term	was	used	interchangeably	with	dinar,	though	it	is	unclear	if
coined	currency	was	used	in	the	empire.	Gold	dust	was	used	all	over	the	empire,	but	was	not	valued	equally	in	all	regions.	By	the	beginning	of	the	14th	century,	Mali	was	the	source	of	almost	half	the	Old	World's	gold	exported	from	mines	in	Bambuk,	Boure	and	Galam.	Gold	mines	in	Boure,	which	is	located	in	present-day	Guinea,	were	discovered
sometime	near	the	end	of	the	12th	century.	Salt	Tuaregs	were	and	still	are	an	integral	part	of	the	salt	trade	across	the	Sahara.	Salt,	another	critical	trade	good,	was	as	valuable,	if	not	more	valuable,	than	gold	in	sub-Saharan	Africa.	It	was	cut	into	pieces	and	spent	on	goods	with	close	to	equal	buying	power	throughout	the	empire.	While	it	was	as	good
as	gold	in	the	north,	it	was	even	better	in	the	south,	as	it	was	rare	there.	Every	year	merchants	entered	Mali	via	Oualata	with	camel	loads	of	salt	to	sell	in	the	capital.	Ibn	Battuta	had	written	that	in	Taghaza,	one	of	Mali's	most	important	salt	mines,	there	were	no	trees,	only	sand	and	the	salt	mines.	Nobody	lived	in	the	area	except	the	Musafa	servants
who	sug	the	salt	and	lived	on	dates	imported	from	Sijilmasa	and	the	Dar'a	valley,	camel	meat	and	millet	imported	from	the	Sudan.	The	buildings	were	constructed	from	slabs	of	salt	and	roofed	with	camel	skins.	The	salt	was	dug	from	the	ground	and	cut	into	thick	slabs,	two	of	which	were	loaded	onto	each	camel	where	they	would	be	taken	south	across
the	desert	to	Oualata	and	sold.	The	value	of	the	salt	was	chiefly	determined	by	the	transport	costs.	According	to	Ibn	Battuta	one	camel	load	of	salt	sold	at	Walata	for	8–10	mithqals	of	gold,	but	in	Mali	proper	it	was	worth	20–30	ducats	and	sometimes	even	40.	Copper	Copper	was	also	a	valued	commodity	in	imperial	Mali.	According	to	Ibn	Battuta,
copper	was	mined	from	Takedda	in	the	north	and	traded	by	the	bar	in	the	south	for	gold.	Contemporary	sources	claim	60	copper	bars	traded	for	100	dinars	of	gold.	Military	Main	article:	Military	history	of	the	Mali	Empire	The	number	and	frequency	of	conquests	in	the	late	13th	century	and	throughout	the	14th	century	indicate	the	Kolonkan	mansas
inherited	and/or	developed	a	capable	military.	Sundjata	is	credited	with	at	least	the	initial	organisation	of	the	Manding	military.	However,	it	went	through	radical	changes	before	reaching	the	legendary	proportions	proclaimed	by	its	subjects.	As	a	result	of	steady	tax	revenue	and	stable	government	beginning	in	the	last	quarter	of	the	13th	century,	the
Mali	Empire	was	able	to	project	its	power	throughout	its	own	extensive	domain	and	beyond.	It	had	a	well-organised	army	with	an	elite	corps	of	horsemen	and	many	foot	soldiers	in	each	battalion.	An	army	was	required	to	guard	the	borders	to	protect	its	flourishing	trade.	Evidence	of	cavalry	in	terracotta	figures	suggest	the	empire's	prosperous
economy	as	horses	are	not	indigenous	to	Africa.	Strength	Terracotta	archer	figure	from	Mali	(13th	to	15th	centuries)	The	Mali	Empire	maintained	a	semi-professional,	full-time	army	in	order	to	defend	its	borders.	The	entire	nation	was	mobilised,	with	each	clan	obligated	to	provide	a	quota	of	fighting-age	men.	These	men	had	to	be	of	the	horon
(freemen)	caste	and	appear	with	their	own	arms.	Historians	who	lived	during	the	height	and	decline	of	the	Mali	Empire	consistently	record	its	standing	army	peaking	at	100,000,	with	10,000	of	that	number	being	made	up	of	cavalry.	With	the	help	of	the	river	clans,	this	army	could	be	deployed	throughout	the	realm	on	short	notice.	Numerous	sources
attest	that	the	inland	waterways	of	West	Africa	saw	extensive	use	of	war	canoes	and	vessels	used	for	war	transport	where	permitted	by	the	environment.	Most	West	African	canoes	were	of	single-log	construction,	carved	and	dug	out	from	one	massive	tree	trunk.	Order	of	battle	The	army	of	the	Mali	Empire	during	the	14th	century	was	divided	into
northern	and	southern	commands	led	by	the	Farim-Soura	and	Sankar-Zouma,	respectively.	Both	of	these	men	were	part	of	Mali's	warrior	elite	known	as	the	ton-ta-jon-ta-ni-woro	("sixteen	carriers	of	quivers").	Each	representative	or	ton-tigi	("quiver-master")	provided	counsel	to	the	mansa	at	the	Gbara,	but	only	these	two	ton-tigi	held	such	wide-
ranging	power.	The	ton-tigi	belonged	to	an	elite	force	of	cavalry	commanders	called	the	farari	("brave	men").	Each	individual	farariya	("brave")	had	a	number	of	infantry	officers	beneath	them	called	kèlè-koun	or	dùùkùnàsi.	A	kèlè-koun	led	free	troops	into	battle	alongside	a	farima	("brave	man")	during	campaign.	A	dùùkùnàsi	performed	the	same
function	except	with	slave	troops	called	sofa	("guardian	of	the	horse")	and	under	the	command	of	a	farimba	("great	brave	man").	The	farimba	operated	from	a	garrison	with	an	almost	entirely	slave	force,	while	a	farima	functioned	on	field	with	virtually	all	freemen.	Equipment	The	army	of	the	Mali	Empire	used	of	a	wide	variety	of	weapons	depending
largely	on	where	the	troops	originated.	Only	sofa	were	equipped	by	the	state,	using	bows	and	poisoned	arrows.	Free	warriors	from	the	north	(Mandekalu	or	otherwise)	were	usually	equipped	with	large	reed	or	animal	hide	shields	and	a	stabbing	spear	that	was	called	a	tamba.	Free	warriors	from	the	south	came	armed	with	bows	and	poisonous	arrows.
The	bow	figured	prominently	in	Mandinka	warfare	and	was	a	symbol	of	military	force	throughout	the	culture.	Bowmen	formed	a	large	portion	of	the	field	army	as	well	as	the	garrison.	Three	bowmen	supporting	one	spearman	was	the	ratio	in	Kaabu	and	the	Gambia	by	the	mid-16th	century.	Equipped	with	two	quivers	and	a	knife	fastened	to	the	back	of
their	arm,	Mandinka	bowmen	used	barbed,	iron-tipped	arrows	that	were	usually	poisoned.	They	also	used	flaming	arrows	for	siege	warfare.	While	spears	and	bows	were	the	mainstay	of	the	infantry,	swords	and	lances	of	local	or	foreign	manufacture	were	the	choice	weapons	of	the	cavalry.	Ibn	Battuta	comments	on	festival	demonstrations	of	swordplay
before	the	mansa	by	his	retainers	including	the	royal	interpreter.	Another	common	weapon	of	Mandekalu	warriors	was	the	poison	javelin	used	in	skirmishes.	Imperial	Mali's	horsemen	also	used	iron	helmet	and	mail	armour	for	defence	as	well	as	shields	similar	to	those	of	the	infantry.	Society	and	culture	Architecture	The	Great	Mosque	of	Djenné,	Mali
Imperial	Malian	architecture	was	characterised	by	Sudano-Sahelian	architecture.	This	style	is	distinguished	by	the	use	of	mudbricks	and	an	adobe	plaster,	with	large	wooden-log	support	beams	that	jut	out	from	the	wall	face	for	large	buildings	such	as	mosques	or	palaces.	The	dating	of	the	original	Great	Mosque	of	Djenné,	the	most	prominent	example
of	this	style	today,	is	uncertain	but	thought	to	date	as	early	as	1200	to	as	late	as	1330.	The	current	structure,	built	under	French	colonial	rule	by	the	traditional	Djenne	masons,	dates	from	1907	and	recreates	some	of	the	original's	design	and	on	the	original	plan.	The	earliest	document	mentioning	the	old	Djenne	mosque	is	Abd	al-Sadi's	Tarikh	al-
Sudan,	which	gives	the	early	history,	presumably	from	the	oral	tradition	as	it	existed	in	the	mid	seventeenth	century.	The	tarikh	states	that	a	Sultan	Kunburu	became	a	Muslim	and	had	his	palace	pulled	down	and	the	site	turned	into	a	mosque;	he	then	built	another	palace	for	himself	near	the	mosque	on	the	east	side.	The	Sudano-Sahelian	influence
was	particularly	widely	incorporated	during	the	rule	of	Mansa	Musa	I,	who	constructed	many	architectural	projects,	including	the	Great	Mosque	of	Gao	and	Royal	Palace	in	Timbuktu,	which	was	built	with	the	assistance	of	Ishaak	al-Tuedjin,	an	architect	brought	by	Musa	from	his	pilgrimage	to	Mecca.	Legacy	The	Mali	Empire	had	a	massive	effect	on
the	development	of	West	Africa	societies	even	well	after	its	peak.	Its	expansion	spread	Mande	culture	and	the	Mande	languages	from	the	mouth	of	the	Gambia	river	to	what	is	now	Burkina	Faso	and,	particularly	through	Dyula	traders,	from	the	Niger	loop	to	the	trading	centers	on	the	south	coast.	All	across	this	region,	political	institutions	with	Malian
structures	and	terminology	survived	to	the	colonial	period	and	beyond.	See	also	In	Spanish:	Imperio	de	Malí	para	niños	Views:	813	Il	y	a	plusieurs	siècles,	Soundiata	Keita	créa	l’empire	du	Mali,	un	des	plus	grands	que	l’Afrique	ait	connu	Par	Thomas	Pagbé	L’Afrique	d’aujourd’hui	n’en	porte	plus	aucune	trace.	Seuls	sont	restés	les	noms	des	Rois	et	les
témoignages	des	voyageurs.	Pourtant,	il	y	a	des	siècles,	un	membre	du	clan	Malinké,	Soundiata	Keita,	a	donné	naissance	à	l’empire	du	Mali,	l’un	des	plus	grands	que	le	continent	ait	connu.	A	son	apogée,	le	territoire	impérial	occupe	le	Sénégal,	le	Mali	et	le	Ghana	actuels.	Naissance	d’un	empire	«	De	même	que	Dieu	a	offert	la	Terre	aux	Hommes,	Dieu
a	offert	l’Afrique	aux	Européens	».	Ces	termes,	à	peu	de	chose	près,	sont	ceux	de	Victor	Hugo.	Ils	reflètent	de	manière	claire	l’image	arriérée	qu’a	pu	être	celle	du	continent	africain.	Un	tel	point	de	vue	de	la	part	d’un	homme	éclairé	comme	Victor	Hugo	laisse	augurer	du	pire	en	ce	qui	concerne	les	Français	«	lambda	».	Pour	la	plupart,	il	n’existe
aucune	trace	de	civilisation	policée	sur	le	continent	africain.	Pour	une	très	grande	partie	des	Français,	l’Histoire	de	l’Afrique	débute	au	moment	de	la	colonisation	européenne.	Ils	ont	tort.	L’Afrique	a	connu	l’une	des	civilisations	les	plus	glorieuses	de	l’histoire	de	l’humanité	:	l’empire	du	Mali.	Il	est	difficile	de	nommer	avec	exactitude	les	éléments	qui
ont	permis	la	naissance	de	l’empire.	Néanmoins,	certains	faits	ont	bien	contribué	à	sa	création.	Un	métissage	culturel	est	né	de	la	rencontre	entre	les	guerriers	du	désert,	les	agriculteurs	et	les	peulhs	transhumants.	La	localisation	précise	de	cette	rencontre	a	permis	la	constitution	de	villages	au	Néolithique.	Dans	ce	contexte,	un	important	brassage
intercommunautaire	et	interethnique	s’est	produit.	Sur	ce	terreau	fertile	est	né	l’empire	du	Ghana.	Les	apports	extérieurs	tels	que	l’islam	et	l’Ecriture	apportés	par	les	Arabes	ont	consolidé	et	fortifié	l’empire	naissant.	L’empire	du	Ghana	devient	la	première	fédération	de	royaumes	centralisée	et	organisée.	L’empire	du	Mali	est	l’héritier	direct	de	cette
civilisation.	Jusqu’au	XIème	siècle,	la	région	du	Manding,	au	sud-ouest	de	l’actuelle	Bamako,	est	dirigée	par	trois	clans	Malinkés	:	les	Camara,	les	Condé	et	les	Keita.	Ce	dernier	clan	soumet	les	deux	précédents.	Les	Keita	marquent	leur	différence	par	deux	actes	majeurs	:	ils	se	convertissent	à	l’islam	et	surtout,	refusent	toute	obéissance	à	l’empire	du
Ghana.	Au	XIIème	siècle,	Naré	Maghann	Konaté,	roi	du	Manding	et	père	de	Soundiata	Keita,	cherche	une	alliance	avec	les	royaumes	voisins	pour	contrer	les	raids	des	nomades	du	Sahara.	Le	véritable	essor	du	Mali	s’effectue	un	siècle	plus	tard.	A	la	même	époque,	au	Nord,	Soumaoro	Kanté,	roi	du	Sosso,	réduit	à	l’obéissance	les	états	voisins.	Le
souverain	du	Nord	ne	fait	plus	de	secret	sur	les	projets	qu’il	entretient.	Il	souhaite	la	soumission	du	Mali.	En	1230,	le	nouveau	roi	du	Mali	organise	une	armée	de	10	000	cavaliers	et	100	000	fantassins.	En	1235	et	après	plusieurs	batailles,	Soundiata	Keita	défait	Soumaoro	Kanté	Kirina.	A	partir	de	ce	moment,	plus	rien	n’arrête	les	conquêtes	de
Soundiata	Keita.	Il	conquiert	tous	les	royaumes	du	Mali	qu’il	unifie	pour	former	l’empire	du	Mali.	Le	souverain	de	la	province	du	Mali	devient	«	Mansa	»,	Roi	des	Rois.	Jusqu’à	sa	mort	en	1255,	l’Empire	connaît	une	époque	de	paix	et	de	prospérité.	Diriger	un	empire	Soundiata	Keita	établit	sa	capitale,	Niani,	à	la	frontière	actuelle	du	Mali	et	de	la
Guinée.	Pour	maintenir	l’unité	et	le	bon	fonctionnement	du	territoire	l’empereur	édicte	des	règles.	Le	«	principe	de	gouvernance	»	pour	reprendre	l’expression	de	l’encyclopédie	Universalis	ne	diffère	pas	beaucoup	de	celle	de	l’empire	du	Ghana.	Soundiata	adapte	sa	gouvernance	à	son	époque.	Il	respecte	la	pluralité	et	la	diversité	de	chacune	des
ethnies	qui	composent	le	territoire.	Il	opère	de	profondes	mutations	sociales.	L’empereur	malien	institue	différentes	classes	sociales	:	les	nobles,	différentes	classes	d’hommes	libres	et	des	dépendants.	Plus	tard,	au	XVème	siècle,	marchands	et	lettrés	viennent	étoffer	le	tissu	social	et	combler	le	fossé	entre	la	noblesse	et	les	classes	inférieures.	Le
pouvoir	politique	est	largement	décentralisé.	Cette	décentralisation	est	le	fait	de	Ko	Madi,	l’aîné	des	fils	de	Soundiata	Keita.	Au	centre	se	trouve	une	zone	soumise	à	l’administration	directe	du	Roi.	Le	reste	du	territoire	impérial	est	divisé	en	plusieurs	provinces.	A	la	tête	de	chaque	province	se	trouve	un	Diamanatigui	ou	Farba.	Ce	personnage	fait
office	de	gouverneur	de	province.	Les	provinces	elles-mêmes	sont	divisées	en	cantons	et	en	villages.	Au	sein	du	village,	l’autorité	est	hiérarchisée.	Un	chef	politique,	parfois	doublé	d’un	chef	religieux,	administre	la	communauté	villageoise.	Le	Farba,	garant	de	l’autorité	du	Roi	supervise	l’autorité	des	chefs	villageois	et	relaie	l’autorité	de	l’empereur.
Le	Farba	prélève	le	tribut	destiné	à	l’empereur	et	est	même	habilité	à	mobiliser	des	hommes	en	cas	de	guerre.	A	la	périphérie	de	l’empire	se	trouvent	différents	royaumes.	Ces	derniers	ne	sont	pas	liés	à	l’administration	centrale.	En	revanche,	ils	reconnaissent	l’hégémonie	de	l’empire	en	envoyant	des	tribus	régulièrement.	L’empire	du	Mali	est	bien



régulé.	Les	souverains	du	Mali	ont	bâti	un	système	économique	et	social	efficace	qui	ne	lèse	aucune	des	ethnies	qui	composent	l’empire.	Le	célèbre	voyageur	arabe	Ibn	Battuta	a	loué	au	XIVème	siècle	l’excellente	administration	de	l’empire.	Selon	l’auteur,	la	sécurité	de	tous	est	assurée	et	le	sens	de	la	morale	du	souverain	est	tel	que	toute	injustice,
même	la	moindre,	est	châtiée	avec	la	plus	grande	sévérité.	De	plus,	l’auteur	souligne	la	grande	religiosité	de	la	population	qui	se	rend	en	grand	nombre,	tous	les	vendredi	à	la	mosquée.	Les	voyageurs	occidentaux	qui	se	rendent	au	Mali	font	le	même	constat,	l’empire	du	Mali	n’a	rien	à	envier	aux	plus	puissantes	monarchies	européennes.	La	puissance
de	l’empire	malien	repose	en	grande	partie	sur	les	grandes	ressources	aurifères	de	la	région.	Cet	or	permet	aux	Mansa,	les	empereurs	maliens,	d’assurer	et	de	conforter	leur	politique	expansionniste.	La	prospérité	de	l’empire	repose	aussi	sur	le	commerce	trans-saharien	du	cuivre,	du	sel	et	des	étoffes.	Au	XIVème	siècle	l’empire	atteint	son	apogée.
L’empire	influe	sur	la	destinée	des	peuples	de	la	savane	environnante,	de	l’Atlantique	jusqu’en	pays	haoussa.	Seuls	les	Dogons	et	les	Mossi	restent	indépendants.	En	1324,	le	Mansa	Moussa	(1312-1337)	effectue	un	pèlerinage	très	remarqué	à	la	Mecque.	Les	auteurs	arabes	racontent	que	durant	son	pèlerinage,	le	souverain	emmène	des	milliers	de
serviteurs	et	d’esclaves.	De	plus,	il	emmène	avec	lui	et	dépense	des	dizaines	de	tonnes	d’or.	Un	quantité	d’or	qui	fait	baissé	le	cours	de	l’or	au	Caire	durant	des	années.	Le	Mansa	ramène	avec	lui	des	érudits,	des	artistes	et	des	commerçants.	Ces	derniers	contribuent	à	la	création	d’un	lien	fort	entre	le	Mali	et	l’Egypte.	L’un	des	érudits	qui
accompagnent	le	souverain	se	nomme	Abu-Isack-es	Saheli.	L’homme,	originaire	de	la	ville	de	Grenade,	est	l’architecte	de	la	Mosquée	de	Tombouctou.	Cette	dernière,	ainsi	que	Dao	et	Djenné	deviennent	de	grands	centres	culturels	et	économiques	à	l’apogée	de	l’empire.	La	fin	de	l’empire	Après	le	règne	du	Roi	Moussa,	l’empire	vacille.	Du	successeur
de	Moussa,	Mansa	Souleymane	qui	règne	de	1341	à	1360	environ,	on	sait	peu	de	choses.	La	décadence	de	l’empire	commence	par	ce	dernier.	Suivent	les	règnes	de	Mansa	Maghan	et	de	Moussa	II,	son	fils.	Mansa	Maghan	(1360-1374)	écrase	le	peuple	sous	une	multitude	d’impôt	et	dépense	sans	compter	les	ressources	de	l’Etat.	Moussa	II	tente
d’inverser	la	tendance,	mais	il	n’y	arrive	pas.	Le	pouvoir	appartient	à	son	grand	vizir.	A	la	fin	du	règne	de	Moussa	II,	l’empire	se	décompose,	des	états	tels	que	le	Songhaï	se	déclarent	indépendants.	Les	Mossi	et	les	Touaregs	envahissent	l’Est	du	pays,	réduisant	le	territoire	du	défunt	empire.	A	la	fin	du	XVIIème	siècle,	l’empire	du	Mali,	naguère
puissant,	n’existe	plus.					Publié:	13/02/2007Source:
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